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4 NOV 1947

The Honorable Bdwerd M. Boes

Chairman, Houss Committes onm
Pout Offico and Civil Servlce

U.8s House of Reprossntatives

thinston. Pe Co
Deay Hr, Roos:

Booaipt is amwladgwd of your latter of 31 Ootober rolative to
the submimsion of the strength figures or this agnnoy to the f[vusoe Poub
office and Civil Bervioce Comi.tﬁu. ‘

. I have discussod this mnttor with tho Hmiona.l Soourity Counocil
whish has supervision over this agenoy by recent Aot of Conprens, and
have beoen inatructed by tho Counoll that for sxsential scourity ressons

the streagth of the Centiral Intanignm« Lgnnoy should not be furnished
Lor publication.

The publication of our ntrmgbh would meke this dats oasily acces-
sivle to anemy apzsmts in thiz country. Sush inforsution would omable
suoh apents to detormine with rolative case the goners) progrem and
strength of offort of the intelligence activities of the United Statos,

I am sure you will apree that such a contingency would be highly un-
desirable, to say tho loont.

It has beon owr long standing poliey t!at no strongth flgures will
be given out by this agency for record purposes sxoept to iwo specially
slasred senior officimls in the Burean of the Pudget who are charged
with the hendling of cur dbudget preblems. The Buresu of the Budget has

 gonsistently malntained the seaurity of owr stranglh figures under all
ociroumstancss. We have slso several times in the past arranged with
cormittoos of Congress to withdrew requests for our streagth figures
for record pwrposcs gﬁwr disoussing with them our sasential soourity
raquirensnts. Alse, by a dong standing verbal sgrosmant, wo have fur-
ulshked no strongth of individusl personuel data to the Civil Sorvice
Commission in order 1o ingure that such da.h wmd ol be ramrdod.

1t was suggested to the mmamﬁtiw o ymzr somsittee who
roesntly conteoted us that the published strength report of goverament
agenclos oxuluwde ouwr Liguwres, such exclusion 4o VYo explained by s foobtw
acte to the offect that national defonse reasons meke this necessary.
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1 bavo no desire to withheld these figures from you persozally, sud
wlll be pleassd to se0 you st your qonvenionce and to Anform you vn;bnny

of our actual and con lated strangth for your information only, unde
sourss, not for publimﬁm. . ,' : o.jf

I an sure you will understond my o end the Betional Boourlty
Council's great concara ebeut the full security of the activitles and
opsrations of this agoncy. I wish slso to assure you of xy fall coop-

eration with the zeodn aud dezires of yuur committes to the utmost extont
sonmensurate with cur natliveal defense und security.

Ke Ha RYILLENRKOETTER
Rear Adomirsl, VSK
Mreator of Central Intelligeace
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